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10: THe - -: 
Supreme Authority of the Nation, 
Cs ma. 
PARLIAMENT 
OF 


The Commonwealth of EN GL A N D. 


The humble Petition of the Lord Mayor, Alder- 


men, and Commons of the (ity of London in 
Common Comncell aſſenibled. 


Sheweth, 


H A'T your Petitioners doe in all humi- 
, | lity, and thankfulneſſe acknowledge the 


infinite goodneſle of God to this Nation, 
in the free paſſage of the Goſpel for neer_ 
_ one hundred years together; and the Peace, Plenty, 
and Proſperity that irc hath brought with it: and 
that all along God hath raiſed up Pious, Learned, 
and Painfull Preachers of the Goſpel, whoſe labours 
God hath bleſſed in rhe converting Ot Thouſands, 


and defending of the truth againſt Popery, Errors, -, 
and Hereſftes, although very much oppoſed and per- © - 


_ ſecuted by a Popiſh, Prelaricall Party. 
N23 _ Your 


 «<, 
Your Petitioners doe likewiſe acknowledge (a- 
monegſt many worthy things done by the lare Parli- 
ament) the render care they had ot ail able, faithfully 
godly Miniſters, in ſetting-them at Hhberty from their 
former Perſecutors, and giving rhem all Incourage- 
ment in the Exercife of their -Miniſtery, and by ad- 
ding towards.their maintenance a conſiderable Re- 
venue over and aboye what was anciently ſetled by 
Law; They alſo incouraged Learaing, by reforming 
the Unive:ſtries, and increaſing the maintenance- of 
the Governours of Colledges, where there was need; 
And what a mercy 1s it like to prove to the Natic, 
there being fo many hopefull Plants, that in a ſhort. 
time (by the bleising of God) may be fit for publike 
ſervice: And while they were thus promoting the. 
Intereſt of Chriſt, how did the Lord bleſſe their 
Councels and Forces by Land and Sea,to the admira- 
tion of their Friends and Enemies both at home and 
abroad ? | 
Bur as heretofore there never wanted Inſtruments. 
to vilitie, oppoſe, perſecute: or undermine the faith- 
full Miniſters, and preaching of the Goſpel, ſo of- 
late years, yea, at this day, what ſcorn and contempt 
is caſt upon them 2? and whar endevours are uſed by 
Petitioning and otherwiſe to deſtroy the Univerlities, 
and undermine the Preaching. of the Goſpel, by ta- 
king away that ancient fetled Maintenance which 
hath been Ognetd and Acknowledged as their due, by 
all. ParlianMs and Courts of Juſtice time out of 
minde: And if the Jeſuires, and thoſe thatare Po-. 
piſhly affected (of which we have cauſe to fear. there 
are many in this Nation) ſucceed in their ſje 
Oun- 
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Councels and Practices and diſaffeting the Nation) | 
ro the Univerſities and Learning, and the profitable 
uſe of 1t, in the Preaching of the Goſpel, and confu- 
ting errors ; And likewiſe ſhall prevail in removing 
the preſent ſetled maintenance which is earneſtly en- 
deyoured by them ; And per{wade that the Civil Ma- 
oiſtrate hath nothing to doc in matters of Religion: 
They will then be in a very great forwareneſle to at- 
tain that defign they have had againſt this Nation, 
ever {ince the firſt Reformation from Popery. _ 
Now though the Conſideration of all theſe things 

| hes fad upon our hearts, we cannot but with thank - 
Fulnefle acknowledge. that there is a ſupreme Power 
over us, to whom we have incouragement to make 
our humble addrefle; Who have been pleaſed ſo 
publickly and affeQtionately to declare, That you 
will be as tender of the Lives, eſtates, Liberties, juſt 
rights and proprieties of all others, as ye will be of 
your own and of your Poſterities. And further thar 

. you cannot but acknowledge that ye are not yet at 
reſt, nor Can believe ye have yet enjoyed or ſeen 
enough to accompliſh the.end of God, or ſatisfie the 
thoughts of men, for that vaſt expence of blood and. 
Treaſure which could not have beenendured with 
any patience ; Burt in hope, that at length thoſe bit. 
ter pangs and throwes would make ſome way for 
that long expected birth of Peace, Freedome, and 
Happineſle, both to the ſouls and bodies of the Lords 
people; And while we are waiting forthe fruit of ſuch 

. pious reſolutions, it cannot but be much grief of 
heart, and regret of ſpirit to your Petitioners, to have : 
this Parliament unworthily rraduced and refle&ed 
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upon by ſome perſons which we humbly conceive, do 
dire&ly tend to the gratifying of the common enemy, 
the raiſing of Sedition, diſturbing of the preſent Go- 
vernment, and deſtrution of this Common- wealth. 


The premiſes conſidered , 


Your Petitioners doe humbly pray, that care be 
taken that the prerious truths of rhe Goſpel, which 
hath been the bleſſed portion of this Nation. ſo many 
years, may be preſerved in their purity, thatthe f: ith- 
tull diſpenſers thereof, beirg men Learned, Godly, 
and void of oftence, may recciye all due incourage- 
ment. And that ſuch (being ſo approved) may be | 
ſent forth to preach the Goſpel, 


That the ſeriled maintenance by the Laws of the tina 
Land for them, may be further confirmed ; And that 
the Acts and Ordinances of Patliament formerly 
made to this purpoſe may be pur in execution : and 
ſuch other provition made that their juſt proprieties 
may be preſeryed. 

That the Univerſities alſo that are the Seminaries of 
all ſorts of Literature, ſo eminently uſefull for this 
Common- wealth , both in reſpe&t of Civil Goyern- 
ment, and allo the propagating and defending the 
blefled truths of the Goſpel, may be zealouſly coun- 


tenanced and incouraged, 


All which we hambly ſubmit to your 
Grave anda Piow conſideration 


And frall ever pray. 


Friday the 2* of September 1653. 


H E Petitioners were called in, and being 

; come to the Barre, Mr Speaker by Command 

of the Houſe did return thanks to the Petiti-- 

oners for their good affeCtions to the Parliament,and 

acquainted them that ſome of rhe matters in the Peti- 

tion are under conſideration, and as touching that 

which concerns the traducing the Parliament, the 

Petitioners are referred to the Councell of State to 

give Informations to them therein, and that the 

| Parliament doth not doubr but they will continue 
their care of the peace and ſafety ofthe City.. 


Hen: Scobell Clerke of' 
the Parliament.. 


